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points, the object a useful one, of driving the Austrians
out of Italy, and does not recognise any right on the part
of Prussia to interfere in the affair." Besides, he knew no
history. So they preferred Lord Granville, who had been
so very helpful with the Exhibition; and two gracious, but
identical, letters requested Palmerston and Russell to serve
under him. Invariably obliging (and with a shrewd notion
th^t Granville would fail), Lord Palmerston consented, if
he might lead the House of Commons. Granville agreed
and went off hopefully to Russell. Lord John consented
also, if Palmerston went to the Lords as Foreign Secretary
and he might lead the Commons. This coincidence of their
tastes was fatal. For Palmerston declined his elevation,
and Granville resigned the Queen's commission. So there
was nothing for it, and she summoned Palmerston.

He complied with alacrity; and by the end of June the
first Liberal Government was formed. John Russell, at
his own request, was accommodated at the Foreign Office,
excluding Clarendon. There was a bodyguard of Whigs.
But a friendly letter from Cambridge House waited at
Liverpool for Mr. Cobden, just returned from the United
States. He learnt from it that " Mr. Milner Gibson has
most handsomely consented to waive all former difficulties,
and to become a member of the Cabinet. I am most
exceedingly anxious that you should consent to adopt the
same line, and I have kept open for you the office of President
of the Board of Trade, which appeared to me to be the one
best suited to your views, and to the distinguished part
which you have taken in public life." They met in town,
and Cobden was quick to admit that the Prime Minister's
offer had been both manly and magnanimous. But he could
not accept. Had he not steadily denounced Lord Palmerston
for years? There was a laugh, and the Prime Minister
observed that personalities ought never to be remembered
for three months. Besides, if Cobden disliked secret diplo-
macy, why not join the Cabinet, where such matters were
decided? The tribune was embarrassed; but still his
armour held. " Why are you in the House of Commons? "